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Code of Practise & Guidance for BKA Members


owning Shinken or Iaito�
�



In view of the recent legislation, which came into force on April 6 2008, the association wishes to clarify to all the membership on how the new law affects you the member on the subject of your responsibilities in owning and transporting Shinken or Iaito.





Firstly the present law does not differentiate between using or owning Iaito or a Shinken, they both fall into the same category as a banned weapon, so for you to own or keep a sword on your premises you MUST be a current member of the British Kendo Association or a recognised martial art, re�enactment society or collectors guild, otherwise you fall outside the law as it stands.





Keep your sword(s) away from children, ideally in a secure environment, which is not easily accessible, preferably under lock & key.





When you are transporting the sword(s) they must be carried in a cloth bag inside the normal carrying case so they are not readily usable and kept in the boot of the vehicle until you reach your destination. If you are forced to carry the sword on public transport then the sword should be carried inside a hard cased, lockable container. The BKA is aware that a majority of members carry their swords in the normal shoulder style carrying case and that the sword itself is also wrapped in a cloth bag within the outer case, it is advised that wherever possible the owner of the sword should make every effort to add a locking device such as a padlock of some description to eliminate immediate access to the weapon.





At all times when transporting sword(s) you should have with you, your BKA license and insurance details, plus proof of identity in the event that a person of authority should challenge or enquire into what you are carrying and your purpose. At all times be cooperative and reasonable in your responses, explain politely the reasons for carrying the weapon but try and avoid unwrapping and drawing the blade in a public place, suggest a more private location if possible, either in a Police car or Police Station or within some closed in area. Never leave the sword anywhere unattended, even briefly.





On Purchasing a sword abroad either online or in person, bringing the weapon through customs the above criteria of proof of identification and association may be called upon by the purchaser or carrier. In any event the onus is on you the member to have the necessary documentation to satisfy Customs & Excise authorities.





The Bu have personally spoken to a Mr. Mohammed Rahman of the Home Office (0207 035 1808) regarding the sword ban and how we use the defense of being genuine martial artists to ensure we have no problems; Six questions were asked of the home office:





Q 1. What do we do if we wish to take iaito or shinken abroad and return home with them?


AI. We need to have with us or a valid club membership card/book and proof of Public Insurance Liability Cover.





Q2. What do we do if we wish to purchase a sword here in the UK? 


A2. We need to provide the same as for QI to the seller and it is the seller's responsibility not ours to check that.





Q3. What do we do if we wish to purchase from the Internet? 


A3. We need to provide the same documentation as above, although if the purchase is from abroad the sword will probably be stopped at Customs and will be held until they receive the proof of membership and insurance.





Q4. What do we do if we wish to buy whilst traveling abroad? 


A4. As for Q3 although it may not get checked on our return, however be prepared to provide the documentation at customs.





Q5. What do we do if we invite foreign nationals (Competitors or Sensei) or foreigners come here with swords. 


A5. A UK club or organization will need to have provided a covering letter stating that the club or organizations Insurance cover will cover them. They may also need to provide proof of belonging to a club in their own country.





Q6. What do we do if we sell or lend a sword. 


A6. You need a signed note from the buyer or lender that they now have the sword.














The above guidance is a general policy that the BKA recommend for members to follow, however the association cannot take responsibility for individual cases of loss of swords or equipment through prosecution or confiscation by police authorities or security services whether in the UK or overseas.
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